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EQUAL RIGHTS,

IN THE -ENATE,
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1872.

Mr. T'secinext : In apening this great ques.
tion, one of the vasiest ever presented to the
Senate, [ hove had hat one hesitation, and that
i=, werely with regard o the order of treatment.
Toere iea lurge mass of testimony from oll
parts of the eountry, from Massachnsetts as
well ae Goorgin, showing the abzolute neces-
wity of congre-sicual legislation for the protec-
tion of equal rights, which I think ought to be
Iaid betore the Senate. 1t wasmy first purpose
o hegin by prescnting this testimony; but I
have now chunged iy mind, and 1 shall devots
to-day to a staremert of the question, relying
upon the indulgence of the Senate for anotber
opportnnity to present the important testimony.
1 usek that the pending smendment be read,

The Chief Clerk read the nmendment.

Mr. President, slavery in its original preten-
gion, reappenrs in the present debate.  Again

h

the barburous tyennny staiks into this Cl )
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hin last resting place with all the honors un

the right of all.

REQUIREMENT OF REPCBLICAN INSUITUTIONS.

These are famous instauces; but they are
types, If Frederick Dougluss and Osesr Jumrs

unn eould be made to suffer, how much muost
others be called to endurs. All slike, the
feeble, the invalid, the educated, the refined,
women as well as men, are shut ont from the
ordinary privileges of the stemnboat, or rail-
car, nnz Xrinn into a vulgar sty with smokers
sod rude persins, where the conversation is
as offencive as the scens, and then sgain st
the road side inn are denied that shelter and
nourishwent withuut which wravel s impossi
ble. Do you doubt this constant, wide spresd
vutrage, oxtending in uncounted ramifications
throughout the whole land? With sorrow be
it #aid, it reaches everywhere, even iuto Mas-
Fachusetts. Not s Siate which does not need
the benien correction. The evidenes is on
your table in numerous petitions. And there
8 other evidence, alreandy presented by me,
showing bow individusls bave =offered from
this pluin denial of equal righta. Who that ha-
a heart can listen to the story wirhout indigna-
tion and shame? Who with's spark of justice
to illumine his soul can hesitate to denounce
the wrong? Who thal rejoces in republicun
institutions will not help to overthrow the
tyrauny by which they are degraded ?

I do not use too strong langunge when 1
expose this tyranny ae o degradation to repub-
lican institutions ; aye, sir, i its fandamental
sxiom. Why is the Ducluration of Iudepend-
ence our Magua Charia? Not because it de-
clares separation from a distant kingly power ;

denyivg o n whole race the equal rights pro:a.
ised by o justeitizenship. Some bere thonght
elavery dead. This ig a misake. I not
body, i leust in gpiritor as o ghost muking onr
eonntry hideous, the ancivnt erimival yer lin
gers among us, insisting npon the continued
degradation of & race.

f"r..n.-rw in man has ceased to exist. The
humsa auction biock i departed. No human
being can call bimself master, with impious
power 1o separate huband anud wile, 1o sell the
child from its parents, t, shut out the opper-
touitees oi Feligion, to close the pates of know-
ledze and to rub avother of his labor and sl 1te
froite.  These gm.l{ preTogatives wre ended.
To this extent the slase is free, No longera
chartel, he is & man justly entitled to all that
is neeorded by law to way other man. o

Such is the irresistible logic of his position.
Ceasing to be a giave he hecanie & man, whose
foremost righs is Equaiity of Hichis,  And yet
elavery bas been strong enoust to postpone his
entry iuto the great possession. Cruclly he
was not permizted to testiy 1 conrt : nor was
be allowed to vote. Mmoo than four millions
of people, whose only « fonse was o shin which
bad been the badge of slavery, were shut oug
from the court-room, avd aiso trom the ballot
box, in open defisnce of the great promises of
our fathers that wll men are cqual o rights,
and that just governmest stands only on the
consent of the governed. Such was the impu
dent behest of slavery, prolonged afier it was
reported dead. At last theso crying wrongs
wereoverturoed. The slave testifics ; the s-ave
votes. To this exient his equality 18 rocognized,

EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW.

Baut this is not enough. Much as it may
#sem compared with the past, when all was de
nied, ivis too little, becaunse all is not yet re-
cognized. The denial of any right is a wrong
that darkens the enjoyment of all the rest.
Besides the right to testily and the right to
vote, there are other riphts withoat which
Equality does not exist. The precise rule is
Equality bifore the Law ; nor more nor less ;
thut ig, that condition hefore the Law in whieh
all are alike—being entitled without any dis
crimination to the equusl enjoyment of all in-
stomgior & privileges, advantages, and conven
iences created or regolsted by law, among
Which are the rght to testily and the right to
vote. But this plain requirement is uot satis-
fi-d, logically or reasonably, by these two con
cessivig, o thut when they sre recognized all
wthers are trifles.  The court-house and ballot
box are not the only places for the rale. These
two are not the ouly institutions for its opera
tim. The rule is general; how then restrict
it '0 two cases? It 18, &li wre vqual before the
law—not merely befure the law in 1wogases,
but be ore the luw in all ca-es without limita
ton ur exveption.  Important as it e to testily
and to vae, hie is pot all contained even in
these possessions.

1oe u W wade citizan is eulled to travel for
hnsvess for health, or for pleasare, bat here
his trials begin. The doorsaf the puni c hotel,
whicth from the earlicst duys of our jurispru-
dence bave always opened hospitubly to the
stranger, close against him, and the public
conveyances, which the common law declares
equa 1y ire to sl alike, huve no such freedom
for bim. He wongs, perbaps, for respite and
relaxativn at some place of poblic amusement,
dny heensed by law, and here alsn the same
sdverse discrimination s made. With the anx-
wtew of & purent, =eeking the wellure of his
child, he strivis to hestow upon bim the ines
timanle blessings of education, and takes hio
off stwnntely o the common school, ereated
by law, and supported by the taxation to which
b tee ot b d, bul these doors slum rodely
in the luce of the child where is garnered up
the parent’s heart.  * Suffer littie children,
and forbid them not, to come unto me;" such
were Lhe words of the divine Master. But
among us little children are turned away and
forbidden at the door of the common school,
because of the ekin. And the same incaliing
osrracism shows itsell in other nstitntions of
science and learning, also in the church and
in the la-t resting place on earth,

Two iustances veenr, which have been men-
tioned already on thi- Aoor; but their eminene
in illugeration of en unguestiounble grievance
justifies the repetition.

CASE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS,

One is ibe well Kuown cuse of Frederick
Dougluss, who, reinrning home alter earnest
serviee of weeks us secretary of the commission
to report on the people of St. Domings and
the expediency of incorporating them with the
Unj“"i States, was rudely excinded from the
supper-table, where s brother commissioners
wers already seated on hosrd the mail stenmer
of the Poiomae, just before resching the Presi-
dent, whose commission he bure, This cuse,
il not mggravated, is wade conspicuous by

ulisr circnmnstences. Mr. Dougliss is a
gentleman of unguesiioned ability and char
acter, remarkable as au orator, retined in man-
vera and persovally agrocubie. 1o was re-
turning, churged wilth the missn of brining
under our institutions a eousiderable popula-
tion of colored foreigners, whove prospective
treatment among us was  loreshado on
board that mail steamer. The Dowinican

bat hecause it ees the lolty truth that all
are equul in righs, and as & nutoral conse-
quence that just government stauds only on
the covsent of the governed, and these are
held to be self evident, Ilere is the soul of
republican institutions, without which a Re-
pablic is & failure, a mere name and nothing
more. Call it & Repubiic if you will, Lut it is
in reality a soulless mockery.

Equality in rights is not only the first of
rights; it ie an axiom of political truth. Bat
au nxiom, whether of gcience or philosophy,
is uuiversal and without exception or Jimita
tion; and this is according to the very lnw
of ite nature, Therefore, it is no axiom to
sonounce graudly that all white men are equal
in rights, nor is it av sxiom to announce with
the same grandeur that all persons ure eqnal
in rights, but colored persons have no rights
except to testify and vote. Nor 18 it a self
evident truth, as declared, for no truth is sell:
evident which is not universal. The asserted
limitation destroys the original Declaration,
making it a ridienlons sham, instead of that
sublime Magua Charta before which Kings,
nobles, and all inequalities of birth must disup-
pear as ghosts of night as the dawn.

GREAT 1SBUE OF THE WAR.

All this has additional force whon it is known
that this very axiom and self evident truth de-
clared by our fathers was the great issue of the
war, and wag 8o recogunized by the leaders on
both sides. Behind the embaitled armies were
ideas, aud the idea on our side was Equality in
Rights, which on the other sids was denied.
The Nation insisted that ull men are created
equal ; the Rebeliion insisted that all men are
created uncqual. Flere the evidence is explicit.
The inequality of men was an or ginal posta
late of Mr. Culhonn, which found final expres
sion in the open denuncistion of the self-evident
trath as & “self evident lie,” Echoing this de-
naneiation Jeffarson Davis, om leaving the
Senste, January 21, 1861, in that farewell
apeech which some nmong you beard, but which
all may read in the Gl.be, mide the issue
in these words :
“* It has been a beliel that we are to be de-
Priwd in the Union of the rights which our
futhers hequeathed to us, which has bronght
Mississippi into ber present decision. She has
heard proclaimed the theory that all men are
created free and equal, and this made the basis
Sor attaek upun her sveral vnstitutrons; and the
sacred Declaration of Independence has been
invoked to maintain the position of the equalil,
%’ the races."—C.ngressional (lobe, p. wfy.
birty mixth Congress, 2d sess.
The issue thus made by the chiel

ptly joined. Abrah | In, the

ident, stopping at Independ Hall,
Febrnary 22, onhis way to the national capital,
in nupremeditated words, thus interpreted the

tivm 3 .
*It waa thet which gave promise that in our
time the weight should be jifted fiom the alion'-
ders of all men, and that all should have
an equal chance."
Mark, it you please, the simplicity of this
atterance. All are tu have “an equal chanee,"”
and this he said “is the sentiment embodied in
the Declaration of Iudependence.”” Then, in
reply to Jefferson Davis, he preceeded :
**Now, my friends, can this couutry be saved
on this bugie? If it ean 1 shall consider mysei!
oue of the bappiest men in the world if 1 ean
hetp eave it. fr it cannot be saved upon that
principle, it will be truly awful. Bat if this
country cannot be saved with ut giving up that
prineiple 1 waa aboat to say I would rather be
wssasainuted on the spot.”
Giving these words still further solemnity, he
added :
“I bave said nothing but what 1 am willing
to live by, and, if it be the pleasare of Almighty
God, to die by.”
And theu, before raising the nutional banner
over the historie Lall, he said ;
“Ivis on such an occasion as this that we
ean reason together, reuffirm our devotion to
the country and the priuciples of the Declara
tion of ludependense.’
Thux the gauutlet flang down by Jifferson
Duvie was tuken ap by Abraham Liwesly, who
never forgot the issue,

The rejsinder was made by Alexander H.
Stevens, {'icﬁ President of the Republic, in a
nut-to be lorgolten speech at Savaunah, March
21, 1861, when he did not hesitate to declare
of the pretended government that ** its founda.
tions are laid, its corner stone rests upon the
great truth thut the negro is not equal to the
whete man." Then gioryiog in this terrible
stume, he added, ““This, var new Govern-
ment, is the first in the itinmry of the world
based upon the great pln:sicnl. philosophical
und woral trath '’ # * * 9 This
stone which was rejected by the first builders
is becoine the chiel stone of the eurner.'”

To this unblushing avowal Abrabam Lincoln
replied in that marvelous, andying utterance
at Getlyshurg, fit voice for the Hepublic,
greater lur thao sny victory, when he eaid:

“Four score and selfen years ago our futhers
brought forth upon this eontinent a new pa-
tion, conceived in Liberty and dedicated to the

raln!‘l was

Bacz could not expeet more than our fellow.
eitizen.  And yot, with this mission, and with
the persocal recommendations he so justly
enjoys, this reiurning secretsry eould not he
saved from outrage even in sight of the Exoru
Iit% M insion.

CASE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DUNN.

There wiso wis Qsear James Dunn, late
Lieutenant Governor of Lonsiann, 1o was my
‘:r“hﬂ to open the door of the Seonate Cham-
ber aud intruduce him wpon the floor. Then
1B reply W my logairy be reconnted the hard
sh.ps Lo which he had boen expused in the
long journey frome Lonisiana, especially how
he was dented the ordinary ace mmodations
tor comfort and repose supplicd to those of
another skin.  This denial s memorable, nem
iy from the rank bat the charueter of the
Vietim. O blameless lie, he wus an example
oF integrity.  He was poor, bug eonld not be
bought or bribed.  Duty with bug was more
thun riches. A fortune was offered fur bis
signarure ;: hat be spurned the tempration.

And yet this model character, high in the
Soulideuce ol s fedow-citzeus and io the full
&joyment of politicul power, was doomed to
suifer the binsting influence which siill finds
SPPOrt in this Chamber. He is dead at lust
sad buried with ofcial pomp. The people
cuvanted by tens of thousunds thronged the
Streas winle his.obsequies proceeded. An
od 0us discrimiuation was for the time sus-
pended. Io lite rejected by the conductor of

proposition that all men” are created equal."”
_Thus, in precise conformity with the Declira.
tion, was it aouounced that car Republi is
dedieated to the Kqusl Rights of sll, sud then,
the prophet President, soon to be a martyr,
asked his countrymen to dedicate themselves
to the great task remsining, highly resolving,
**that this nation under God shall have u new
birth of Freedom, and that government of the
people, by the people and for the people, shail
uot perish from the carty, "

The victory of the wur is vain withont the
mder victory through which the Republie is
1 ted to the axiomatic, weif avident truth
sud amsered by Abra

declared by our fathers,
bam Lincoin. s

All this is so plain that it is diffieult to areue
it. What is tﬂo Republic if 1t fajlg i: fi:n
loyajty? What is the national Government,
coextensive with the Repabvlic, if fellow.cii
tens conoted by the million can be shut ont
irom equal rights in travel, in recreation, in
eduaestion, and ia other things, all contributipg?
to Buman necessities? Where is that grea
prowmiee by which the * pursuit of bappiness'
18 placed with life wnd liberty, under the safe.

of axiomutic sell-gvident truth? Where

is justice if this ban of eolor is not promptly
removed

TWO EXCUSES.

The two excuses show how irrational and
utterly groundless is this pretension. Thoey

are on & with the pretension itself, Oue
is that quﬂlonﬁd'mkvudnntn‘f

S

afilicted community could besrow. Ouly in bis | provided for
coffin was the ban of color lifted and the dead | |
stategman sadmiited to thet equality which is | lent; all of which i oloarlv & contriv

ll‘il“l!' because of his skis, he was borne to | rights, which is elearly a wisrepressniation ;

snd the other is that the sepurate arva gements
lored pers ne constiture a snhe

| not a trick, as il there goud Yo any vgaivale
for equatity.

| KO GUESTION OF s001hTy,

| Of this first exense it is difficalt 1o <pesk
with patience. It ix a s mple misropresents
tion, aud wherever ir shows itself muse be
treated as such.  There s wocolored person
who does not resent the hmputation that he iz
seeking to intrude himsell soeully anywl
| This is no quistion of secwty
sueiul Wle; no goestion of social cquality, o
nnyhody knows what Lhis mewns Vhe oljoot
is smply Equality bofore the law, a term whi
cxplains itsell.  Now, as the luw does not pre-
suwme to ereate or r&-;ur:d-‘ sovii! relations,
these are in no respeee sifeeted by the pend
ing mensure.  Mach person, whether Seastor
o citizen, 18 always fiee o choose who shadl b
hie friend, Lig ascociate, Bis puest, And does
not the ancient proverh declere thil o mnn is
known by the company be Keops?
assumes that he winy choose tor bmsell. s
house 1 big **eastle;” and this very designa
tion, borrowed from the compon low, showe
his absolute independence within ils walls;
nur i there any difference, whether it b palaes
or hovel ; but when he loaves his * castle”™ ans

Ile walks the streets 3 but e ig suljeot to the |
prevailing lww of Fogualiy 3 nor can he appro- |
printe the sidewalk w0 his own exelosive use,

driving into the gutter all whooe shin s less
white than his vwn., DBut nobody pretends
that Equality in the loghway, wheiber on
pavement or sidewall, 1= a gnestion of socinty

And, permit we to say, that Eogoatity in all
institutions ereanted or regulated by law, is s |
little u question of socicry, |

In the days of Slavirs, it watas ot sepented

churge, that Emancipation was oomeasnie nrl
social equality, nod the same clisrge became

a cry at the suceessive eflorts fir the richt 1o
testily and the right to vote. At ench stage
the ery was ruised, and now it makes itsolf
beard again, us you are called o asdure this
crowning sategnurd,

EQUALITY KOT FOUND IN EQUIVALENTA,
Then comes the othor exense, which finds
Equality in separation.  Sepuwate Lotels, sep
Urale convepaness, separnte thesters, soparate
schools, separate institwiions of leswrning and
science, separate churches, and gejurate cem.
eteries—these are the etificial sabstimtes for
Equality ; and this is the contrivanee by which
u transeendent right, involvivg a transcendent
duty, s evaded ; for Uguality is mot only o
right but a duty.

How vain to argne that there is nodenial of
Equal Rights whien this separation is eutoresd,
I'he gubstitute is invarinbly an interior article
Dies any Senator deny it? Thercfore, it is
not Equality, At bestitis anequivalent oul
but no equivalent is equality.  Sepuration im-

WASHINGTON, D.

stitute tor equality in the pature of an rquvie- |

But thi« |

i Story, shows the law :

(OPE 5 independonce s il ehd. | : £
poes abrowd, this independonc at nn end. | ers and wayfaring persons nnd to entertain
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the earliest period of the common law. In the | wherevor separation is attewapted.  Colored

Chronicles of Holingshed, written in the reign | children, liviog near what is enlled the com

of Queen Elizabeth, is a chupter ©“OF our Inng | won schood, ars driven {rom ite doors, and

and Thoroughlures,” where the ino, which isthe | compelled to walk a einsiderable distunce,
original term e hotel, in deseribed as “huilded | often troulilesome and in cerisin conditivns of

for the receiving of such travelers and stran. | the weather difficult, to attend the separaie

gers ng pass to and fro " and then the chroni- | school, One of these olildeen has 2ufferod
g 88

cler, boasting of his own country as eompared

from this exposure, and 1 hnve mysslf wi

=&

1

with others, suys ' every mMan may fse his inn | the emotion of the parent. 'Fhis conld not

a8 his own house in Bogland.'" ( Chronicles,
.:'!rsnn]n‘.‘}.-n of England, Book 111, chap. 18,

| have cccurred had the child heen roceived a
the common school In the neighborhood, Now

v

1

.. 444 Londun ed., 4to., 1807.) The law of | it is idle to mesert that children compellod
nglund was in conformity with thia Loast. this exceptional -jourueying to and fro, are in

The inn wasopen to *every man,” and this rule
his continged [rom that early epoch, anterior
to the settlement of our country, i wn to this
day. Theinn i= a publieinstitution, with well-
ko wn rights and duativs.  Among the latter
i# the duty to receive all paying l.ruvvi'ers_ df-
cont in appearance and eonduet, wherein it ie
distinguished from a lodgiog-house or board-
ing-bouge, which 1s a_private coneern, and not
suhjeet to the obligations of the inn.

Fur this statement 1 might cite suthorities
beginning with the infancy (_}f the law, and not
ending even with a Inte decigion of the Superior
Court of New York, where sn inn is defined
| 1o be “a pullic bouse of entertainment for all
| whe chooge to vese? it,"" which differs very little
| trom the descriptive words of Holingshed.

The snmiwary of onr great jurist, Mr, Justice

“An innkeeper is bound to take in all travel

them, if he can necommodate thew for w reason-
able compensation.™ L
11 an inukeeper improperly refuses to receive
or provide tor o guest, he is liable to be indicted
therefor,"—Story's Commentaries on the Law
of Builments, 3 476,

Chaneellor Kent statea the rule brietly but
with fulluess and precision :

“ An iunkecper cannot luwfully refuse to
reveive guests to the extent of his reasonable
accommodations, nor ean he impose uureason
sble terms npon them."'— Kent's Commentaries,
Vol 2, p. b2,

This great authority says ngain, guoting a
decided case:

*Innkeepers are linble to an action if they
refuse 1o receive w guest without just cause.
The inukeeper is even indictuble for the re
fueal, il e has roowm in his house and the guest
behuves properly.'—Thid., p. 696,

Aud Professor Parsons, in his work on Con:
traets, so familinr to lawyers and students,
says:

“ He eannot 2o refuse niless his honse is fll
and he is actoslly unuble to receive them.
And if on false pretense he refnses he is lisble
Lo an wetion."— Parsons on Conlracts, p. 627,

The iwportance of this rule in determining
present doty will jl;nti{y another statement in
the languege of a popnlar Encyclopadia :

** Oue of the incidents of an innkeeper, is that
he ig bound to open his house to all travelers,

without distinetion, and has no option o re
Suse such refreshment, shelter, and accommoda-
tion as he pessesses, provided the porson who
applies is o’f" the description of a traveler and
able und ready to pay the customary hire and
i# not drunk or disorderly or tainted with in-
feotious disense.” —Chamber's Encyclopedia,
article Inn,

And the Encyelopalia adds :

* As rome compensation for this compulsory
hospitality the innkeeper i sllowed certain
privileges,"”

Thus is the inukeeper under constraint of
law, which he must obey; * bound to take in
all travelers aud wayluring persons ;" * nor
can he impose unreasonable terins upon them,"
and linble to an action and even to an indict
ment for refusal.  Sach is the law.

With this peremprory rule opening the doors
of inns to all travelers, without distinction, to
the extent of unthorizing not ouly an action
hut an indictment for the refussl {o reeeive a
traveler, it in lpluin that the pending bill is only
decluratory of existing law, giving to it the
sunction of Congress,

plies one thing for o white persou and another
thing for n colored person; Lot equality i«
where all have the sume swlike. There can he
no subsritute for equality ; nothicg but itself,
Even il sccommuodations nre the sam
notoriously they are not, theve is no Kqu
In the process of substitution the vital elixir
exhnles and escapes, It is lost and cannot be
recovered ; for Equality is fand only in
Equality.  » Novght bat itself enn bis its
purallel ;" but Senators undertake to i
parallels in other things.

Assuming whot is most shsurd to assume,
and what i8 contradicted by all expericnes,
that e substitute can be an equivalent, it is 8o
in form only, and not in renhity.  Every such
attempt i8 an indignity to the eolored race,
instinet with the spirit of Slavery, aid this de-
cides its character. 1t is Slavery in s last a;-
pearance. Are you resdy to prolong the hate.
fal 1graony ?  Religion and reason eondemn
Uuwte as impious aud unchristiuvn, making re
publiean institutions sund equal luws impos.
sible ; but hers is Unste not unlike that whick
separates the Sudra from the Bruisum, Prag,

the enjoyment of equal rights. The saper
addid pedestrianism and its atiendant discom
fort furnish the measure of lnequality in one
of its furms, inereased by the woukness or il
henlth of the child, What wast be the feel
ings of a colored father or mother duily wit
nessing this sucritice to the demon of Custe ?

school.
out exhibiting its proportions.
offered to the colored child 1s worse than any

chul

ened in wrong,

equally open to all ; and since this is incon-
sistent with the declared rule of republican
institutious, such a sehivol is not republican in
character. Therefore it is not a preparation
for the daties of life. The child is not trained

under the ban of inequality.  How can he erow
up to the stature of equal citizenshipt He |
pinehed and dwarfed while the stigma of color
18 stammped upon him.

redeemed by most costly sacrifice, insist upon
Jjustice to the children of the land, waking the
common school the benign example of repub
lisan iustitutions where mierit is the only ground
of favor,

Nor i separation without evil to the whites.
The prejudice of eolor is nursed when it shonld
be stifled. The Pharisnism of race becomes an
element of character when, like all other
Pharisgigims, it should be enst ont. Better
even than kuowledge is a kindly nature and
the sentiment of equality. Such should be the
cunstant lesson repeated by the lips and in-
seribed on the beart ; but the achool tself mu<t
practice the lessou. Children learn by exam-
pie more than by precept. How precious the
example which teaches that all are equal in
rights. But this can be only where ail com
mingle in the common school as in common
eitizenship. ‘Lhere is no separate ballot box.
There should be no separate school, It is not
enough that all ehould be taught ulke; they
must all be taught together.  They are notonly
to receive equal guautities of knowledge, Luc
all are to receive it in the same way.  But they
cannot be tanght alike noless all  are
taught together ; nor can they receive equal
quantities of knowledge in the same way, ex
capt at the common sehool,

The common school is important to all ; bt
to the colored child it is a necessity.  Fxeluded
from the common school, he finds himself too
frequently withont uany substitute. Ofien
there is no school. But even where & separate
echool is planted it is inferior in characier
No matter what the temporary disposition, the
weparute school will not flourish as the com.
mon 8ohool, It is but an offshoot or sucker
withont the strength of the parent stem, Tiat
the two must differ is seen at ouce, and that
this difference is adverae to the colored child
is equally apparent. For him there is no as

sursuce of edocation except in the common
school, where he will be uader the safeguard
of all.

White parents will teke care not only
that the common schoul is8 not neglected, ut
that its teachers und meane of instruction pre

sr, who consulutes the wiite man a Brah-
min? Whence lis lordly title? Down to a
recent period o Eorope the Jews were driven

the best possible, and the colored child will
have the bencfit of this watchfulness. This
decisive consideration complotes the irrosistillc
arg for the com eehool as the equal

PUBLIT CONVEYANCES,

Public conveyanees, whether on land or
witer, ure known to the law us ear

1

‘This is xn iHustration merely, hut it shows
precisely how iwpossible it is for n separate
school to be the equivalent of the eommon
And yet it ouly tenches the evil with-
The indignity

cnm‘rulu--ry exposure, and here not only the
suffirs, but the ruce to which he Lelongs
18 blasted and the whole community is bard- |

The sepurate sehool wauts the first rogn site |
of the common school, jnusmuch as it is ot

in the way he should gn; for he is trained |

This is plain oppres |
sion, which you, sir, wonld feel keenly wera |
it directed sgainst you or your child, Surely |
the ruce euslaved for generations has suffercd |
envagh without being compelled to bear this | Dr. Johnson made short work with the famous
prolonged proseription. Will not the Ropublic, | paradox of Berkley, denying the existence of

i

to herd by themse ves sepurate from Christians;
bat this discarded barbarism is revived among
ug in the ban of color.  There are millions
of fellow-citizens muilty of no offeuse exeept
the dusky livery of the sun uppointed by the

riers, and they, too, have obligations not unlike
those of inns. Common carriers are gronped
with innkeepers, especially in duty to passen
gers. Here again Mr. Justice Story is our

heavenly Fuather, whom you treat as others
have treated the Jews, as the Bruhmin treas
the Sudra.  But pray, sir, do not peetend that
this is the great Lguality promised by o
fathers.

In arraigning this attempt at separarion as
a Uaste, | suy nothing new.  For yeus 1 have
denoaneed it as such, and bere I Hllowed good
authorities, a8 woll as reason. Alexander Voo
Humbuldt, speakicg of the urgroes in Mexioo
when Sinvery prevaiied, calied them a (laste,
A recent political and juridical writer of France
uzes the same term o dewore not only the d &
erimination in India, but that in cur own coun
try, especially relerring 1o the exclusion of
eolored children from the common sohols as
among ‘‘the humilinting and bral dist
tions"" by which their Uagre 18 characier 2
Charles Comite, Truite de Legislation, To
V., pp. 129, 445.) The principle of sep 4
tion on the ground of hevediary inferioir As
the distinetive essence of Cazie ; bur this
outrage which His itsell in vur ¢
oat, *Lam betver than thow, beegn
Get away 1"

intry, o
e ham e

THRE REMEDY.
Thus o 1 reject the ewo excoses.  Buat 1 do
not leave the eause here. 1 po further and show
how econsistent is the pending measure with
ackoowledzed  principles illustrored by au
dunbted law.
The bill for Equal Rights is simply supple
meutary to the existing Civil Rights Low,
which is oue of our great statates of peace, wad
it stands on the same requirements of the Can
stitution. I the Civil Rights Law is shove
guestion, ag cannot be doubted, them also is the
supplementary aweadwent, for it is only the
eomplement ol the other, nud necessary Lo e
completion.  Without the  amendwent  the
original law is imperfect, Tt cannot be said,
according to i utle, that all persons nre pro
tected in their civil righie, 80 long as the out
rages 1 expose continae tw oxist ; nor is Blavery
entirely deud.
No doubt the snpplementary Law must oper
ute, not vuly in national jarisdicton, but alse
in the Btes, precisely us the Qivil Rights
aw, (Otherwise it will be of little value, Iis
ephere must be coextensive with the Republie,
muking the rights of the citizen nnitorm every-
whera, But this can be only by oue vailorin
salepgaard sustained by the nation,
An enlightened public opinion must e in-
voked.  But this wiill pot be wanting  The
eountry will rully in aid of the law, moge eape
cially since it is a measure of justice and
humanity. Buot the law is necded now as s
belp to public opinion. v is necded by the
very people whore present conduct makes it
necesgary.  Prompled by the law, leaning on
the law, they will recognize the equal rights of
all; nor do I despair of hailing o public upite
ion, whieh shall Stamp the denial of these
rights as an ontrage not unlike slavery itsell,
Cuostom and patronage will then be sought in
obeying the law, DPeople generally are Little
better thun actors, fur whom it was onee said :
‘Ah! let not eensure term our fate our chijee,
The atage but echocs back the public vaiee :
The drama’s laws, the dramu's patrous give ;
For we that live to please miist please to live,”
In the sbseoce of the law prople ploase too
often by inhumanity, but with the luw teaching
the lesson of duty, they will please by opposite
conduct, Thus will the luw be an instrumen
of impm\wml-lm, eoassury in projartion to ex
isting prejudice.  Because people sill plesse by
inhunmanity, therefore musi there be a counter.
scting force, This procise exigency was fore
seen by Roussean, remackable as writer and
thinker, in a work which startled the world,
when he said :

‘It in precisely because the foree of things
tends nlways to destroy equality that the foree
of lngialution should always tend to maintain
it."— Contrat Soeial, Liv. 11, ok po 1L
Never was a truer proposition ; and now let us
#ee the cases for its application.

PUBLIC HOTELS,
I begin with public hotels or inna, becanse

authority. :

diligence whenever they offer themselves and

| rigpradence.

**The first most general obligation on their

are rewdy to pay for their transportation. Thes
results from their setting themselves up, like
innkeepers and common carriers of goods, fur
a commun public employment, on hire. The
ure no more at liberty to refuse a passenger, if
they have suflicient room and accommodations,
thun an inukeeper is 1y refuge suitable romm
and accommodations to a guest.''—Story, Buil
wients, § 291,

Professor PParsons states the rule strongly :

It is bis duty to receive all passengers who
offer ; to carry them the whole ronte; to da
mand no more than the usual and established
compensution; fo ¢ el all passengers alike; to
bebave to all with eivility and propriety ; to
provide snitable enrriages and monus of trans-
portation.” *  * % % wjpnd for the
delault of his servauts or agents in suy of the
above particulurs, or generally in any other
ponts of duty, the carrier is d.rectly responsi-
ble an well as for any ctreumstances of agyra-
valron whivh attended the wrong."— Parsons
un Controcts, p, 228

The pending bill simply re enforces this rule,
which without Congress ought to be suflicient.
But since it is sot &t naught by an odious dis-
erimination (Cougress must interfere.

THEATERS AND PLACES OF PUBLIC AMUSEMENT.

Theators and other places of public amuse
maent, licensed by law, are kindred to inos or
public conveyances, though less noticed by ju-
But, like their prototypes, they
undestake to provide for the public under sanc-
tion of law. They are public iustitutions,
regulated if pot ereuted by law, enjoying priv
ileges, and in consideration thereof, assuming
dnties not unlike those of the inn and the pnb.
lic conveyance. From essential renson, the
rule should be the same with sll. As the inn
cannot close its doors, or the public convey-
nuce relnse a seat to any paying fraveler, decent
m condition, 80 must it be with the theater
snd other pluees of public amusement, Here
are institutions whose peculisr object is the
“pursuit of happiness,' whieh has hoen placed
smoug the equal rights of sll. How uteerly
irrutionsl the pretension to outrage a large por-
tion of the community. The law can lend
itsell 10 no such intolerable absurdity, and
this, 1 insigt, alull be declared by Congress.

churches and in the last resting-p

pa';cnt of all withouat distinction of color.

1f to him that hath is given, according to the

way of the world, it is not doubted that to him
that hath not there is a positive duty in pro
portion to the necessity. Unhappily our col-
ored fellow-citizens nre in this condition.
part is to carry passengers with all reasonable just in proportion as they are weak and not
yet recovered from the degradation in which
they have been plunged, does the Repubilic owe
i 8 completest support and protection. Already
o component part of our politicul corporation
they must becone purt of the educational cor-
puration also, with Equality as the supreme law.

But

OTHER PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS,
It 18 with humiliation that I feel hound to

ingist upon the ssme equality in other public

institutions of learning and science, also in
ing-places of the
dead. So fur as any of these are public in
character and organized by law, they mnst
follow the general requirsment.  HMow strange
that muy institution of learning or science, any
church or any cemetery should set up a dis-
erimination ge utterly inconsistent with correet
principle. But 1 do not forget that only re-
cently a eolured officer of the national Army
was treated with indignity at the communion-
table. To insult the dead is easier, although
condemned by Christinn precept and heathen
exnmple,
Among the Bomnna degradation ended with
life. Slaves were admitted to honorable sepul-
ture, and sometimes slept the liat sleep with
their masters. The slaves of Augunstus and
Livia were buried on the fumous Appian Way,
where their tombs with numerons inscriptions
have survived the centuries,  **Buary him with
his niggers,” was the rude order of the rebel
officer, a8 he Hung the precious remains of
our admirable Colupel Shaw inte the common
trench at Fort Wagner, whers be fell mount
ing the parapets st the head of colored troops
And 80 he was buried, lovely in death as in
life. The intended insult became an hovor.
In that cornmon trench the young hero rests,
symbolizing the great Kgaality for which he
died. No Rouman monument with its Seste
vintor to the passing traveler, no “‘labor of an
age in piled stones,”" ean match in grandear
that simple barisl.
FREIUDICE OF COLOTR.
Me. President, agningt these wonclusions
there is but one wrgnment, which, when eon-
sidered, is nothing but a prejudice, as little
rational a8 what Shylock first calls his “ha-
mor” and then “a lodged hate and o eertain
loathing,"” making him seek the Y"“r"] af flesh
from out the merchant's heart. It is the pre
udice of color which pursues its victim in the

COMMON SCHOOLS. {nng pilgrimnge from the cradle to the grave,

The common sehool falls natarally into the
same category, Like the others, it must be
apen to ull or its designation is a mi and
a mockery. It is not a sehool for whites or n
=chool for blacks, but u school for all ; in other
words a common school. Much is implied in
this term, according to which the school har-
monizes with the other institutions already
wentioned. Ttis aninn where children rest on
the roud to knowledge, It is 8 public convey-
nnce whers children are passengers. It js &
theater where children resort for endaring re-
eroation.  Like the others, it 888umes to pro-
vide for the public; therefore it must ba open
to ull ; nor can thers be uny exclusion, except
on groands equally appiicable to the inn, the
pu' 1 ¢ conveyance, snd the theater,

But the common school bss & Ligher char-
seter.  Ita object is the education of the yonny,
and it is sustmined by taxation to whieh all
contribure, Not only does it hold iteell out
to the public by its nane snd itd harmony with
the other institutions ; but it a38umes the place
of parent to all children within its locality,
bound nlways to & parent's watchfol care and
tnn;]ur:uw, which can know po distinetion ou
ehilil

It is easy to sed that the Separate school
fonnded on an odious discrimination and some-
timen offerod ws an equivalent fur the

closing the school, barring the hotel, exclud
ing from the public conveyance, insulting at
the theater, shutting the gates of scienee and
playing its fantustic tricks even in the church
where he kneels and the grave where his dust
mingles with the snrrounding earth, The God-
given eolor of the African is a constant offense
to the disdainful white, who, like the preten.
tious lurd, asking HMotspur for prisoners, can
bear nuthing 8o mohamisome ** betwixe the
wind and his nobility."" This is the whole case.
And shali those equal rights, promised by the
great Declaration, be sacrificed to o prejudics ?
Shall that equality before the law, whici is the
best parc of citizenship, be denied to those whe
do not Luppen to be white? I« this u white
man's Government, or is it a Government v
“ull men," a8 declarcd by our fathers? Isit
a Republic of equul laws, or an oligarchy of the
skin? T'hia in the question now presonted.
Once Slavery was_justified by color, as now
the denial of F.’;]nal Righta is justified, and the
renson is aa little respectable in one case as in
the othar, The old pretension is curionsly
illustrated by sn incident in the inimitable au-
tobiography of Franklin. An aute-revo'u
tiopary Governor of Pennsylvania remarked
gaily that he moch admired the idea of Suncho
Panta, who, when it was propused to give him

school, in an ill-disguised violation of the prin-
cipte of Equality, while as sxrahended equivis-
lent it is wn uteer fuilure aud instesd of o pa-
rent is only s churlish step-mother.

A slight illusteation will show how it fails,

s gov requested that it might be of
“blacks," as then, if he ouuld not agree with
his people, he might sell them, on which o
friend said, * Franklin, why do yon continue
to side with the damned Quukers? Had you
not better sell themt"”

and here I mention an ivcident ocourring in

the rule with regard to them may be traced to

Washington, but which must repeat itself

,AH___L___._‘LLt_—-—a-———-M

“The Governor has unot

| judicit]l decisions in onr own country, espe-
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that the Governor * lnbored hard to blucken |

the Assembly in

all his messages, hat they
oloving ng fagt as ha laid it oo and
0 T oan return thick upon his own face,
I e was likely to be megrojicd
w Lired of the contest and quitied
ut" { Franklin, Autobingraphy,

elowe ) Ponegrofy a man was

Thus in the ambition of Sascho Manzn and |

in the story of the British Governor, was eolor
the Ladge of Slavers,  ** Then 1 oan sell them,”
said Suncho Panze, and the British Governor
tepeated the saying.  This is changed now ;
but net entirs At present nobedy dare say,
sell 1 " but the inn, the common
eonve yviagee, the theater, the school, the seien-
tifie ipstituze, the ehurch, and the cemeatery
deny them vynal rights, )
Color hns its cariosities in history, For
generations the Roman circus was convalsed
by factions known from their livery as white
and red, gresn and Wae, and these same colors
raged with redoublod fury in the hippairome
of Constantinople. Then came blacks and
whites in the political eontentions of Italy,
where the des anation was from ths aceidert
of a name.  In England the most beautiful of
dowers, in two of 12 colors, became the badge
| of hostile armics, and the white rose fought
sgainst the red.  But 1t has been reserved for
our Kepublie, dedicated to the rights of haman
uuture, to adopt the color of the skin as the
sign of separation and to organize it in law.
Color in the animal kingdom is scoording
to & law of nature. The ox of the Roman
campagna is gruy. The herds on the bauks
of the Nanthus were yellow, on the banks of

“ 1 can
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with them
filled, and the on
Iihur::.' and e
all men are
unto whiled oo d
| beantiful antwird, by
| men's bones and of ali
chap. zifi,, v. 27 ) 4
worse than dead men’
ness? Al t
| recall the divine exumg
addre=zed to the prophet : * Bat
rurto Samuel, Look not on hes
for the Lord seeth not as wmag
| Inoketh at the outward
| Lord looketh ut the heart.
I'.“l. v. T) Mo the pretension af lond
the skin and measuring its various pigments
in the determination of rights, | reg Iy that the
heart and not ths countonunce must he our
gride. Not on the skin can we Jook, tl
“white" us the comard heart of M uche

of the pospel are ful
ephlic  conceived in
tion that
A “like

the Lord aaid

1, I
cording to the repronch of hid wife . but on
that within constitut churacter, which
showed itself supremely in Tonseaint L' Ouver
ture, making him thongh bluck as nizht o lom

nous example, snd which is now manifest in
virtuous and patriotic people asking for the -
rights. Whera justice prevails ail de
character. Nor can any shade of ¢
apology for interference with that con-iders
tion to which character is jngtly entitiod
Thus it stands. Tha word * white” fand
no place in the original common law, nor dul
it find any place siterward in our two tith .
deeds of vonstitational liberty, each interpres.
ing the other, and being tha fonntaia outr ot
which are_ derived the rights and duties of the

the Clitumnns they were white. In Corsica
animuls are spotted. The varions eolors of
| the human family belong to the same mystory.
There are white, yellow, red, and black, with
intermediate shades, but no matter what their
hue, they are always wew, gifted with a eom-
mon manhood and entitled to eommon rights,

| mutter.  Stamping his foot on o stone, he ex-
cluimed, “ I reinte it thus,'  And so in reply
to every protension against the equal rights of
all, to every assertion of right founded on the
#kin, to every denial of right hecavse a man
18 something else than white, 1 point to that
common mauhoed, which knows no distinetion
of eolor, und thus do | refute the whole inhn-
man, uncbristian paradox.

CHE WORD “wurtk,"'

e, il you pleuse, how little the word
" is authorized to play the great part
it performs, und how much of an intrader it
isin ull its appearances. In those two title-
deeds, the Decluration of Independence and
the Uonstitution, there are no words of color,
whether white, yellow, red, or black; but
Lere is the fonntain out of which all is derived.
Fhe Declaration speaks of “all men” and
not of *“ull white men;’ and the Constite
tion suys, * We the people,” and not * We
the whefe people.’” Where, then, is the au-
thority foruny such discriminatton, whether by
the pation or any component part? ‘There
i# no fountuin or word fur it. The fountain
fuiling, and the word non-existent, the whole
pretension '8 a disgusting nsurpation, which is
more utterly irrational, when it is considered
that the authority for such an outrage can be
found only in positive words, plain and unam-
biguous in meaning. This was the role with
regard to Slavery, and it must be the same
with regard to this pretension. It cannot be
invented, imagined, or implied ; it must be
found in the very text; and this I sssert ao
cording to fized principles of jurisprudence.
Iu its shsrnce, Equality is the supreme law of
the lund, **and the judges in every State shall |
bt bound thereby, anythiog in the constitution ‘|

|

or laws of any State to the contrary notwith
standing."” .

This conclusion is re-euforced by the conati- |
tutional amendment ubolishing Slavary ; but 1
prefer Lo dwell on the original texs of she Cen
stitation, in presence of which yom might aa
rtake to make a king as to degrade »
itizin on account of kia skin.

There is alse the original common (aw, ante:
duting and interpreting the Constitution, whigh
knew po distinetion of color.  One of the greas-
est judges that ever sat in Westminaber Hall,
Lord Clief Justica Holt, declared in seutem
tions judgment, worthy of perpetual memory,
*The common luw takes no notice of megroes
heing different from other men.'' (Smith vs.
Gonld, 2 Lord Raym., 1274.) This was in 1706,
seventy years befors the Doclaratiom of Inde-
penudence, o0 that it was well ksown to onr
lathers as part of that common law to which,

Ameriean citizen. How then can it hegms
n limitation upon the eitizen? By what i
ean any ene gay, “1 am a white lord?*”
Every statute and all logi lation, whether na
tional or State, must bhe: 0 vompite conlorm-
ity with the two title  ods. Tn these must
they he hronght as to aw nuereing tonchston.
and it is the same with the State as with the
nl‘ti.on. Strange, indeed, it nn wdions dis-
erimination, without support in the orieipal
common law or the Constitutivn, and openly
condemned by the Deglaration of ludopend
ence, can eacape judgment by skulkinge withio
State lines. &'hemver it shows itsell, what-
ever form it takes, it is tho same bare fuced
aod insnfferable imposture, a were relic of
Slavery to he treated always with indisnant
contempl and trawpled ont as wn unmit
“bumbug.” The word may not be juridical,
I should not nse it if it were unpartiamentary -
but I know no term which expresses =, woll
the lictle foundation for this pretension.

CITIZENSHIP,

That this should continue to faunt now that
Slavery is condemned, increnses the ineon
ency. By the decree against that wron:
semblance of apology was removed. (' I
to be & sluve the former victim has hecome no
only a man, but a citizen, admitted alike witl o
the pale of humanity and within the pale of
citizenship. Asa man he is entitled b
rigths of man, and as u citizen he bacomos .
member of our common household with ool
ity aw the prevailing law. No longer an Al
can, he is an American ; no longer a slave, Lo
ia & component part of the Republic, awing to
it paristic allegianoe in seturn for the prot
tion of equal laws. By incorporation with the
body-politie he becomes a partner in that
transceadent unity, so that there can be
injury to him without injury to all. [nsult o
him is insult to an Awmerican citizen, Ihs
honor to him is dishonor to the Republic it-elf.
Whatever he may have Lean, hs is now the
same 85 ourselves, Uur rights ace his rizhis ;
our equality is his equality; our privileces und
immunitiea are his great possession. To enjor
this eitizenehip, people from afar, various in
race and eomplexion, seek our shores, losing
here all distinctiens of hirth, as, into the
ocean all rivers flow, losing all trnee of
or eolor, and there is but one uniform ox .
of water where sach particle is like every othr
particle and all are subject to the same Ly,
this citizenship the African is now nhoorbol.

In ancient timas the cry, **1 am u Homan
sitinen,’’ arrssted the scourge of the lictor:
and this cry, with ita lesson of immunity,
resonnded thromgh the ages, testifying 1o Ho-
mAn greatnsss. Umae it waa on the lips of
snl, a8 appears in the familiar narrative -
*‘And as they hound him with thongs, Puul
said unto the consmrion that stood by, la it
lawfal for yoa o scourgo & man that i= & Roman
aud uncomdemned ?
“When the ceniurion beard that. he went
and told the chiefl captain, saying, Take heed
what thou doest ; for thi= man iz a Baman.”

siRL
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according to the Con inental Congress, the
several States were entitled.  (Story; Com- |
mentaries on Constitution, Vol. 1, 2 199 note,)

Had these remarkable words been uttered by

any judge in Westmnster Hall, they would |
have bwen important, but they are enhanced
iy the character of their illustrious aathor, to
whom helongs the kindred honor of first deelar
ing from the bench that a slave cannot breathe !
in Bogland.

Awmong the oronuents of Buglish law none
has & purer fame then Lord Chiefl Justice Holt,
who was emphativally o great judge, being an
example of leanng and firmness, of impar
tinlity and mildness, with a constant instinet
for justice and a rare capucity in upholdiog it.
Ilis vminent merits have arrested the admira-
tien of bis hiographer, Lord Campbell, who
does not hesitate to say, that **of all judges
i our annsls Halt has gaioed the highest rep
utation, merely by the exercise of judicial fuse
tions,” and then again, in striking words, that
“he may be considered as having a genius for
magistracy, as much as our Milton had for
poetry or our Wilkie for painting.'' (Campbell's
Lives of the Chigf Justices, Vol. IT, pp. 118
anid 1 And this rarest magistrate tells us
judiciully, “that the common law takes no
notice ol negroes being different from other
men ;"' in other words, it makes no discrimina-
tion on aeconnt of color,  This judgment is 8 |
torch to illwnine the Constitution, while it |
shows how naturally our fathers in the great
Declaration said, “all men,” and not “all white
men,'” uud in the Constitution ssid, **We the |
peaple,” and nok “We the white people.” |

In welanchuly contrast with the monumental |
judgment of the Knglish Chief Justice, are |

vinlly that master-piece of elahorate inhuman-
ity, the jndgment of our late Chief Justice in
the Dred Seort case. But itis in the States
that the word * white' has been most con-
siderad,  Sueh learned debate on the rights
of man dependent on complexion, would ex.
cite a smile, if it did not awaken indiguntion.
There is Olio, & much honored State, rejoicing
in prosperity, intelligence, and constant liberty ;
but even this eminent civilization bas not saved
its supreme court from subtletiea of refine
ment ou different shades of human color. In
the case of Lake ws. Baker e al., (12 Ohio
Rep., 237,) this learned trlhunn! deerded thar
a ehild of negro, Indisn, and white blood, but
of maore then one-hali white, was entitled to |
the benefits of the common school fund. But |
inn later case the same eourt decided that |
vghildren of threeeights African snd five- |
eighths white blood, but who are l]iHT.i!ll.'Ule
colored and gonerally treated and regarded as |
colored children by the community where they f
reside, are vot, as of reght, entitled to admis. |
sion iote the comuun schools set apart for the

instraction of white youth=."" (Camp ve. Board

of Education of Logan, 9 Ohio State Rep., p.

W6 Unbappy ehildren! Kven five-eighths |
white biood eonld pot save them, if i their |
neighborkood they were known as “eolored.”

But this mugic of eolor showed itsell yet more

in the precedent of Polly Gray vs. The Siate

of Ohio, (1 Obio Rep., 533.) a case of robhery,

whire the prisoner, appearing on inspection |
st be of w shude of color between mulatto nod |
white,” u negro was admitted to testify agninst
ber, anid ehe was convieted ; bot on gruve con:
sideration by the whole eonrt, it was decided
that the wittess was wrongly ndmir.tud,'l_'nd
the judgment was reversed ; and the decision
stands on these wopds: “A negro is not an
admissible witness neainst a quadeoon on trial
charged with crime!"  Iuto this absurdity of

| power.

*  “And the chiof captain wus afraid,
after Le knew that be was a8 Homan, and le
cause be hud bound him.” (The Acts, chap.
xxii, verses 235, 26, 29,)

Will not our “chiel captain,” will not Sen
ators take Leed what they do, that the scourge
may vot continue to full upon a whole race

: each oue of whom is an American and ancon

demned? s our citizenship a feebler saleguard
than that of Itome? Shall the ry, | am nu
American citizen,” be raized in yuin awains
outrage ¥

EQUAL RIGHTS AND AMNESTY,

Mr. President, asking you to unite now in
an act of justice to n much-oppressed race,
being only u smull installment of that heavy
debt sccumulated by generations of wrong, |
am encouraged by the pending messure of
amoesty, which has the wdvant
recommended in the Presidont’s
sage. I regreteed at the time, that the Presi-
dent signalized by his favor the removal of
dizabilities imposed upon u few thousand rebels
who had struck at the mblie, whiie he sail
nothing of croel disabilities inflicted npon mil-
lions of colored fellow-citizens, wha had been
& main-stay to the national cause. But | ok
oourage when I thought that the gencro
proposed could not fail to quicken that =
ment of justice which I now invoke,

Toward those who assailed the Heopulbiic in
war | huve never entertained any sentunent of
personal hostility. Never have | sought the
punishment of any one ; and I rejoice 1w koow
that our bloody rebellion closed withont the
sacrifice of a single homan life by the civil
But this has notsurprised me.  FHarly
in the war 1 predicted it in this Chamber, Awl
yet, while wlr]ing to be gentle with former enc-
mies, while anxious not to fail in any lenity or
generogity, and while always watching for the
moment when all could be reatored to vur cou-
mon household with eqnality as the r
law, there was with me 4 coustant
I eould never forget, to fellow-¢i
and black, who had stood by the

e 0f being

apnual mes

iy
i

ns, whit:
spublic, aud

especially to those lurge numbers, connted by
ilities,

the million, still sufforing nuder s
having their origin m no crine, but wmore
felt than any imposcd upon rst Bel :
that daty to these millious is foremost, and that
until they are assured in equal rights we can
expect the tranquility which all desire, nuy,
sir, we cannot expoect the ble
God opon our isbors, I hring

weasure of justice to the colored ruce.
measure can never b out of order or out ol
senson, being ol orgent necessity and nigues
tionable charily.

There ure strong reason it should be
nuoited with amnes'y, ecpecinlly since the lutter
is prossed.  Esch s the removal of ilisaly
ties, and each is to operate largely i the
region of gonntry.  Nobudy sincercly
genervsity to revels should hesitite in j
t the eolored race.  Aceord ng to the muxim
in chancery, “Whosy would have equity must
do cquity.”  Therefure, rebels sevking
neaty inust be just to colored feilow

X
U

hin-

secking eqnal rights. Doing this equity they
may expect eyuity,
Another reason i5 con'rolling, Dach L

) b is e
measure of reconc. liution, intended to olose the
issues of the war; but these iesues nre not
closed nuless erch is adopted, Their wloption
together is better for each, and, therelore,
ler for the conntry than any separate sdoption.
Kindred in ohject, they should be joined to-
gether and never put wsandor. 1t 8 wrong
to seporate them, Herealter the rebels should

ber that Ltheir restoration wa: nbed

irjustice wns an emicent tribapal conducted by
the fgnas fatuns of eolor.

These are specimens only.  To what mean-
ness of ingquiry has not the judicial mind de

Franklin answered, | dice? : 1
et blacked them | publican Government, sud so also is the exist
enough.”’ The lul-uhio;rnpiy procecds to sey | ing pructice of public institutious in harmony

seenided in the enforeement of an miiu_ua prrjn
Such devcisions are o diseredit to Re

L)

with the Equal Rights of ull, huing contuined

in the same great statute. i
Clearly between the two the pre-eminence

must be aceorded to that fur the Egual Hights

of all, as nmong the virtues, justice is above

generosity. And this is the more evident when
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